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The United Nations World Food Program 
(WFP) is the world’s leading humanitarian 
agency fighting hunger worldwide, 
delivering food assistance in emergencies 
and working with communities to improve 
nutrition and build resilience. It is funded 
entirely by donations from governments, 
companies and private individuals.

The U.N. World Food Program is best 
known for its life-saving work in 
emergencies. When disaster strikes, it gets 
vital food assistance to people in need. It 
also provides food and support that 
bridges the gap between relief and 
recovery.

SAVING LIVES



PUTTING THE FURTHEST 
BEHIND FIRST

The U.N. World Food 
Program focuses on the 
poorest, most vulnerable 
people around the world. 

They provide them with vital 
food assistance while helping 

them create sustainable 
solutions for food security.



In 2015, the United Nations General 
Assembly formally adopted the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

The Agenda consists of 17 global 
Sustainable Development Goals for 
ending poverty in all its forms.

The Goals are interconnected and the 
U.N. World Food Program is working 
to help achieve all of them – by 2030.

2030 AGENDA  
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT



 

As the United Nations agency fighting 
hunger, U.N. World Food Program is 
focusing on Sustainable Development Goal 
2: Zero Hunger by 2030.

SDG 2 commits to: 

“End hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition, and promote sustainable 
agriculture.”

The organization helps in four areas:

1. Ensuring everyone has access to food

2. Bringing down levels of malnutrition

3. Ensuring enough food is available

4. Making food systems as resilient as 
possible

SDG 2: ZERO HUNGER

For decades, global hunger was declining, but 
for the past four years, it’s been on the rise. 
Now, COVID-19 is making things even worse. 
The world is not on track to reach Zero Hunger 
by 2030, but the U.N. World Food Program is 
doing whatever it takes to get there. 



Global Hunger 
and COVID-19 
 
 
WORLD FOOD PROGRAM USA



• The devastating socioeconomic impacts of COVID-19 are pushing 
millions into hunger and poverty. 

• The virus is set to increase the number of severely hungry people by 
80% – from 149 to 270 million by the end of 2020. 

• As unemployment continues to rise and livelihoods shatter, families 
are finding it harder to put food on the table. Child malnutrition is 
threatening millions, and famine is still looming in parts of the world. 

• The economic fallout from the pandemic is expected to push 70-100 
million people into extreme poverty this year. 

The Impact of COVID-19 on Global Food 
Security 



The Impact of COVID-19 on Global Food 
Security

STATEMENT TO GO HERE.

• The pandemic is having its greatest impact in Latin America, 

where there has been a 269% rise in hunger. Spikes in food 

insecurity are also evident in West and Central Africa (135% 

increase) and Southern Africa (90% increase). 

• However, in some regions, COVID-19 has combined with 

climate and conflict to drive people close to famine. 

• These include places like Yemen, South Sudan, the Sahel region 

of West Africa and Northeastern Nigeria, where millions of 

people are facing the impending threat of famine. 
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3 Goals for Session
1. To describe how Hunger is a serious global 
threat that must be addressed or it will create 
greater global conflict and loss. 

2. To connect the importance of SDG 2 to 
other SDG’s and describe the systemic 
linkages. 

3. To share the innovative work of the UN   
WORLD FOOD program resulting in its’ 
selection as the winner NOBEL PEACE PRIZE:  
reinforcing the link between hunger and peace.
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WFP Brand

WFP is the LEAST KNOWN  
in the DEVELOPED WORLD 

Contrast: WHO, UNICEF 

WFP puts a face on 
CLIMATE CHANGE

WFP is the BEST KNOWN Brand 
in the DEVELOPING WORLD
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FOOD SYSTEM PARADOX 
Almost 1 Billion overweight people - DEVELOPED  WORLD  

Less than 1 Billion underweight people - DEVELOPING WORLD 

Poverty manifests differently in the global North and South: 
US 61% of the adult population is obese 
Brazil 40% overweight 
HAITI  50% malnourished 

For almost 1/3 of world’s population the FOOD SYSTEM not working 

NEED: FEED 9 billion people by 2050 amidst food, water, energy 
shortages, climate change, 20 to 50 % food waste 

OVERHAUL Needed
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The New Normal

“We are living in a WORLD 
where risk is the new normal.  
The food, fuel, financial crises 
show how vulnerable many 
nations are to outside shocks 
that can cast millions of people 
into dire hunger and put an 
entire generation at risk for 
stunting”
                         Former Executive Director WFP Josette Sheeran
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The Feminization of Food Insecurity

Women, who account for more than two 

thirds of the world’s poor and the majority 

of the world’s small-scale farmers, bear the 

brunt of rising food prices and growing 

food insecurity in developing countries. 
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GENDER INEQUITY 

But globally, only about 15 percent of 
all landholders are women.

• Women make up nearly 43 percent 
of farmers in developing regions of 
the world, and are responsible for 
almost 90 percent of food 
preparation in the household.
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Economic Case is Clear

Women's agricultural yields could increase by 
20% to 30% 

National agricultural output could rise by 
2.5% to 4%  

Number of malnourished could be reduced by 
12% to 17%.  
UNWomen.org

• If women farmers were given the same 
access to resources such as finance, 
seed, fertilizer= significant results:

http://UNWomen.org


Cost of Food
The regions currently at risk of famine were already struggling to afford food before 

COVID-19. The true cost of a meal in some of these places is greater than you might think. 

• A simple bean stew in New York 

costs $1.20. On average, that’s just 

0.6% of a person’s daily income. 

• In South Sudan, that same meal 

would cost 201% of a person’s daily 

income.

• This means that a person in South 

Sudan would have to work two days 

just to afford one simple meal. 

• These numbers were calculated pre-

COVID-19; the impacts of the global 

pandemic will likely make food even 

less affordable for vulnerable families. 



This live map shows the prevalence of 
undernourishment in the population  
of developing countries.  
 
The indicator measures the probability  
that a randomly selected individual in the 
population is consuming an amount of dietary 
energy which is insufficient to cover her/his 
requirements for an  
active and healthy life.

Since the pandemic hit, Hunger Map Live 
overlays COVID-19 statistics by country 
income group.

Visit Hunger Map Live here.

HUNGER MAP

https://hungermap.wfp.org/


The U.N. World Food Program is 
headquartered in Rome. Its global 
presence includes:

• 83 Country Offices worldwide

• 6 Regional Bureaus (Bangkok, Cairo, 
Dakar, Johannesburg, Nairobi and Panama)

• 14 offices in world capitals

• A vast supply chain logistics network that 
enables them to quickly deliver life-saving 
food assistance anywhere in the world

• Specialist centers for innovation  
and development of sustainable solutions  
to hunger.

GLOBAL PRESENCE



THE U.N. WORLD FOOD 
PROGRAM RESPONSE



 

When food is not available in local 
markets, the U.N. World Food Program 
launches complex operations in 
partnership with local NGOs to deliver 
food to those who need it most.

Food includes:  

• Flour/rice/bulgur  

• Lentils/split peas

• Cooking oil

• Iodized salt

• Specialized, fortified nutritional products to 
prevent and treat malnutrition

 

FOOD DISTRIBUTIONS



When food is available in local 
markets, but people cannot afford 
it, the U.N. World Food Program 
often provides cash via food 
vouchers, mobile money or debit 
cards). This enables people to buy 
what they need, when they need it. 
Distributing cash allows families to 
spend in their communities, also 
boosting local economies. 

Their deep field presence and 
analysis of food security and 
market data inform smart 
decisions, also allowing a switch 
between cash and food rations, if 
needed.

PROVIDING FOOD 
ASSISTANCE WITH CASH



  

Improving nutrition is a core element of the 
U.N. World Food Program’s work, be it in 
an emergency or a longer-term setting.

It helps ensure people have access to 
nutritious diets so they get what they need 
to live healthy, productive lives.

Their programs focus particularly on 
people with high nutrient needs, such as 
young children, adolescent girls, pregnant 
women and nursing mothers. 

WORKING TO END 
MALNUTRITION



ENGAGING TARGET 
AUDIENCES
U.N. WFP does whatever it takes to ensure 
those furthest behind can get the safe, 
nutritious food they need. 

They tackle causes, not just symptoms, 
by:

• helping governments develop and 
implement anti-hunger strategies

• helping the most vulnerable people eat 
more nutritious food

• ensuring people have access to food - 
even in emergencies 

• helping make food systems in countries 
more resilient to shocks.



The U.N. World Food Program works with 
governments, local authorities and communities. It 
helps them develop policy, services and infrastructure 
that will enable communities and countries to thrive in 
the long term. The key to U.N. WFP’s humanitarian 
outlook is resilience.

It believes future generations will  
experience a world without hunger where  
every child can reach their full potential.

It offers life-changing training in nutrition, agriculture 
and school meals. 

It helps find innovative and vital solutions to  
issues that cause food insecurity. 

It provides support and expertise to develop 
sustainable supply chains and boost local economies. 

CHANGING LIVES



STRENGTHENING 
COMMUNITIES
Food and cash assistance are sometimes used to 
support long-term government goals in the countries 
where we work. These could be greater literacy, 
better maternal and child care, or greater resilience to 
disasters. 

For example, assistance might be conditional on 
recipients:

• attending school 

• visiting pre- and post-natal health facilities

• having children screened for malnutrition

• taking part in a project that helps a community get 
stronger and better able to fight hunger.

In this way, communities are not passive aid 
recipients: they help themselves to escape poverty 
and hunger.



School Meals 
• 370 million children worldwide missed out on 

school meals due to school closures. Millions of 

children rely on these meals. For some, it is the 

only meal they receive all day. 

• 24 million additional children could drop out or 

not have access to school meals this school year 

due to the pandemic’s impact.  

• 38 million schoolchildren were severely hungry in 

2019. COVID-19 could push an additional 36 million 

into severe hunger, taking the total to 74 million.  



School Meals
In place of meals at school, the U.N. World Food Program is providing 

take-home rations to kids missing meals due to school closures.

6.9 million children in 45 countries have been reached with take-home 

rations. In some countries, the U.N. World Food Program is also 

providing cash or vouchers to schoolchildren’s families.  

Currently, the organization is helping governments in 17 countries 
re-open schools and restore critical school feeding programs. In Cote 
d’Ivoire, for example, the U.N. World Food Program is helping 130,000 
school children, providing food but also cash transfers to 900 very poor 
families as an incentive to enroll their daughters in school.

The U.N. World Food Program is doing whatever it takes to continue 

to reach children with the meals they depend on. 



The first 1,000 days of life, from 
conception to  
the end of the child’s second year, are 
critical for physical development. Damage 
resulting from malnutrition — such as 
stunting, cognitive impairment and other 
disabilities — is largely irreversible after 
two years of age. 

The U.N. World Food Program’s focus on 
Mother and Child Nutrition helps to ensure 
that pregnant women, nursing mothers 
and their children get the right food at the 
right time to ensure healthy growth. 

MOTHER-CHILD  
NUTRITION



Food systems matter profoundly to the U.N. 
World Food Program’s work. Food systems 
are the networks that produce food, 
transform it and ensure it reaches 
consumers.
Many don’t work well, often due to conflict, 
climate, and supply chain problems that 
cause chronic hunger and increase the risk 
of food emergencies.
Improving the performance of food systems 
will be vital to achieving Zero Hunger by 
2030.
Food assistance can help countries improve 
the performance of food systems by 
addressing deep-rooted problems. This is 
known as ‘systemic food assistance’.

STRENGTHENING  
FOOD SYSTEMS



PURCHASE FOR  
PROGRESS (P4P)
Smallholder farmers produce most of the food in 
the developing world but remain amongst the 
poorest and most food insecure. Through 
Purchase for Progress (P4P), WFP connects 
smallholder farmers to markets in 35 countries, 
helping them to grow their businesses and invest 
in their agricultural activities. 
Farmers are encouraged to work collectively  
and access services needed to build stronger 
businesses.
Governments are supported to design policies and 
programs and create a conducive environment to 
enhance smallholder farmers’ market access.
Women are supported to benefit from their 
agricultural labor, promoting gender equality and 
women’s empowerment.
One million famers have benefitted, of whom  
300,000 women.



Solutions 
Meeting the Need: The U.N. World Food Program is mobilizing 

the biggest response in its history. It’s scaling up to feed up to 

138 million people in 83 countries in 2020 – up from 97 million 

in 2019.  

Logistics Support: The U.N. World Food Program is the 

logistics backbone for the entire humanitarian community. Since 

late January 2020, WFP’s cargo planes, ships, and trucks have 

delivered almost 65,000 cubic meters of cargo (enough to fill 

26 Olympic-sized swimming pools) to 167 countries to 

support governments and health partners in their response to 

COVID-19. Shipments include PPE, ventilators, and emergency 

health kits.  



www.WFPUSA.org

You Can Help
Save Lives and Change 

Lives 


